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to raise the land tax, to place a duty on cattle, and to
create a monopoly of the sale of ice. G-ood as he was for
an Oriental ruler of the time, it must not be supposed
that he lacked the defects of his qualities. Ambition
and arrogance mark both his acts and his writings, while
his cruelty is exemplified in the treatment dealt out to
his father's Vizier, to the Vizier of Bakhtiar, and to
Bakhtiar himself.

In 372 A.H. Azad died of epilepsy, and his death was
followed by that of his brother Muwayid in 373 A.H. The
removal of his two enemies enabled Fakhr to return and
regain his dominions. He was recognized by the Khalif,
but the recognition does not appear to imply any exercise
of power in Irak, where Samsam-ad-dauleh, the son of
Azad, now held sway. The latter was eventually deposed
by his brother Sharaf, and blinded, to be restored in
380 A.H. by another and rather ironical turn of Fortune's
wheel, to rule in Persis just after his eyes had been
seared. Sharaf was succeeded by Baha-ad-dauleh, who
reigned, according to Abul Fida, for twenty-four years in
Irak and Fars. Fakhr-ad-dauleh did indeed venture one
attempt to substitute his authority for that of Baha in
Irak, but, a panic seizing his troops, he was compelled to
retire precipitately to Bhe, and thence to Hamadhan. In
378 A.H, Fakhr died, leaving considerable wealth behind
him, and was succeeded by his son Majad, a boy of four
years old.

Majad's mother, Seydah, was appointed regent during
his minority. She was the daughter of one Kurdish
chief and the sister of another, by name Dushmanzar. A
story, to which currency has been given by Gibbon, from
whom it has been borrowed by most writers upon the
period, connects this princess with the great Mahmud of